
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 89-092
NPDES NO. CA0029530

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

FORD MOTOR COMPANY
1100 South Main Street Facility
Milpitas, Santa Clara County

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, (hereinafter
called the Board), finds that:

1. The property of interest is the location of the former Ford Motor Company
manufacturing plant which operated from 1953 to 1983. The property is currently
vacant except for two tenants renting space on the north end of the site.

2. The discharger, Ford Motor Company, by application dated February 24, 1989, applied
for issuance of waste discharge requirements and a permit to discharge waste under the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System(NPDES).

3. Ford has been investigating the contamination of the shallow ground water from
organic chemicals on their facility since 1982. A total of 44 monitoring wells have
been installed in the upper and lower aquifers on the site. The upper aquifer is
defined as the permeable zone between 5 to 25 feet below land surface and the
lower aquifer as being between 23 to 52 feet deep.

4. There are two locations considered to be sources of ground water contamination I)
the former underground storage tank area and 2) the former executive gas tank
area. In the first area, underground piping which reportedly conveyed virgin paint
thinner from the underground storage tanks to the plant, was found to be leaking
and was repaired in the 1970s. Monitoring wells placed in the area found
contaminants such as 1,2-DCE, vinyl chloride, benzene, toluene, xylenes,
naphthalene, and aliphatic alcohols. All tanks and piping were removed in 1984.
In the second area, the gasoline tank was removed in June 1984 and III cubic
yards of contaminated soil was also excavated from that location.

5. The discharger has constructed a ground water extraction trench across the
northern half of the property. The gravel-filled trench ranges from 25 to 28 feet
in depth with five extraction and six monitoring wells located along it. The
extraction wells will withdraw ground water collected in the trench and pump it
into an onsite treatment facility.

6. The treatment of the ground water will consist of an air stripping tower and two
activated carbon filters. The effluent will be discharged at an average rate of 80
gallons per minute into the Ford Creek storm drain which is tributary to
Penetencia Creek, Coyote Creek, and South San Francisco Bay.

7. The Regional Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for the San






















